Section 2 here, concerned with rectilinear locomotion, is divided into two general categories of argumentation, Arguments I-II from Aristotle's own physical principles (261b32-264a8), and III-VI, four dialectical arguments (264a8-b9), although the difference in kind of reasoning is less than the distinction suggests. During the former Aristotle digresses, establishing two corollaries (263a3-264a6). Corollary 1 solves Zeno's first paradox, 'the dichotomy' , the argument that movement is impossible because a body moved any given distance in a finite time must traverse an infinity, since space is infinitely divisible: see here 263a4-b9 with Commentary (pp. 250-255), and cf. Ross (pp. 71-75, 83-85), and Sorabji (1983, pp. 321-330) . Corollary 2 solves a problem generated by Aristotle's theory, about the status of a change's limit point (263b9-264a6).
Characteristic of Aristotle's theory, in contrast to modern theories of the infinite beginning with Dedekind and Cantor, is that a cutting point of a line only exists potentially, not actually, unless identified as actual by an event or act of thought; and more generally that the infinite only exists potentially, not as actual (for instance as a set of points on a line). Thus in Aristotle's theory, for a body described solely as moving from A to B, since movement is continuous, no point between A and B is actual except the limits themselves. This enables Aristotle to argue, for the reasons he gives here, that in treating the termini A and B as actual, the body must actually occupy them and so stop before reversing, and so such movement cannot be continuous.
Ch. 8, 261b27-31: (A.1) Reduction of All Locomotion to Straight or Circular
Let us now establish that there can be a particular ⟨movement⟩ that is 8, 261b27 unlimited, since it is one and continuous, and this is movement in a circle. For everything transported is moved either in a circle or a straight line or a combination of these, so that if either of the former two is not continuous, b30 nor can that composed of both be so.
This passage first presents the chapter's overall conclusion, specifically of its long main argument, then the first of five coordinated supporting arguments: see further the chapter's Introduction, immediately preceding.
Analysis
Aristotle here concludes (A) that only circular locomotion can be one and continuous without limit and Ph. 6.10, . He then begins the argument for this, first establishing (A.1) that, if any kind
